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PERISCOPE
NANNI BALESTRINI

Curated by Gianluca Ranzi

MAAB Gallery is presenting PERISCOPE, a series of previously unseen collages by Nanni Balestrini, made in Paris in August 2016. The show, curated by 
*LDQOXFD�5DQ]L��FRQVLVWV�RI����ZRUNV�PHDVXULQJ����[����FP���DQG�RQH�PHDVXULQJ����[����FP���WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�VRPH�KLVWRULFDO�ZRUNV�WR�LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�DUWLVW·V�
development from the 1960s until today. The title of both the show and the collages derives from the well-known Parisian magazine Pariscope, founded 
in 1965, and the weekly issues from August 2016 were used by Nanni Balestrini as the prime material for his collages. The title of the series was mutated 
from Pariscope to become PERSICOPE, that 360 degree movement of analysing reality that the use of collage allows the artist. In fact, while the Parisian 
PDJD]LQH���WKH�ODVW�SULQWHG�LVVXH�RI�ZKLFK�ZDV�SXEOLVKHG�LQ�2FWREHU��������ZDV�GHYRWHG�WR�WKH�FLW\·V�HYHQWV��WKH�RSHUDWLRQ�RI�GLVPDQWOLQJ�DQG�UHPRXQWLQJ�
the images and words undertaken by Nanni Balestrini shifts the level of analysis from local reality to a coloured, dynamic and pulsating fresco of the con-
temporary world, as though there were a shift from geography to History. There is a two-fold effect: on the one hand advertising images are deconstructed, 
DOPRVW�DV�WKRXJK�WR�UHYHDO�WKHLU�DUWLÀFLDO��JORVV\�DUWLÀFLDOLW\�DQG�WKHLU�UHGXFWLRQ�WR�WKH�FKDRWLF�PHGLD�EORE�WKDW�WRGD\�EXQGOHV�WRJHWKHU�LPDJH�DIWHU�LPDJH��RQ�
WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�WKH�ZRUGV��QXPEHUV��DQG�UHFRUGV��WKHVH�WRR�ÀVKHG�RXW�E\�%DOHVWULQL�IURP�WKLV�´FRS\�DQG�SDVWHµ�PHGLD�JDPH��QRZ�DSSHDU�WR�EH�UHGHÀQHG�DQG�
repositioned by his acute periscopic view, one that with irony and delicacy also manages to reveal banality, approximation, and partiality. Nanni Balestri-
QL·V�ZRUN��ZKLFK�IURP�WKH�HDUO\�����V�KDV�EHHQ�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�ERXQGDU\�EHWZHHQ�LPDJHV�DQG�ZRUGV��KDV�DOZD\V�EHHQ�LQWHUGLVFLSOLQDU\�DQG�RSHQ�WR�
FRQWDPLQDWLRQV��LW�KDV�PDGH�LQGHWHUPLQDF\�DQG�UHFHSWLYHQHVV�WR�YLVXDO�DQG�OLWHUDU\�FRGHV�RQH�RI�LWV�EDVLF�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��WR�WKH�SRLQW�ZKHUH�KLV�UHFHQW�ÀOP�
7ULVWDQRLO�GHDOW�ZLWK�WKH�WKHPH�RI�WKH�DXWRPDWLF��LQÀQLWH��DQG�XQSUHGLFWDEOH�UHJHQHUDWLRQ�RI�LPDJHV��,Q�WKH�FDVH�RI�WKH�3(5,6&23(�FROODJHV��WKLV�DWWHQWLRQ�
WR�WKH�ODZV�RI�FKDQFH�DQG�XQSUHGLFWDELOLW\�LV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�DQ�H[WUHPHO\�DFFXUDWH�IRUPDO�UHFRPSRVLWLRQ��RQH�WKDW�DW�WLPHV�LV�DOPRVW�´SLFWRULDOµ�LQ�WKH�FKRLFH�
RI�GRPLQDQW�FRORXUV�DQG�WRQHV��RI�WKH�IRUPV�XVHG��RI�WKH�IUHTXHQF\�RI�WKH�OHWWHUV�PDUNV�WKDW�DUWLFXODWH�WKH�FROODJHV��DQG�RI�WKH�FXULRXV�´GLSW\FKµ�UHSHWLWLRQ�RI�
VRPH�RI�WKHP��,Q�WKLV�FDVH��%DOHVWULQL·V�ZRUN��ZKLFK��DV�ZDV�DOVR�WKH�FDVH�LQ�WKH�SDVW��KDV�LWV�URRWV�SODQWHG�LQ�WKH�WUDGLWLRQ�RI�DUW��PDNHV�XVH�RI�D�ODQJXDJH�
WKDW�LV�SHUKDSV�RI�WKH�IXWXUH�EXW�WKDW�ORRNV�EDFN�WR�WKH�SDVW��EXW�LW�LV�RQH�WKDW��DERYH�DOO��FDVWV�OLJKW�RQ�WKH�SUHVHQW��ZLGHQLQJ�LWV�SHUVSHFWLYHV��HQULFKLQJ�LWV�
meanings, and increasing our understanding of things, whether this comes about in us or not.

Hard Facts
MAAB Gallery, Milano
Via Nerino 3 – 20123 Milano
From September 22nd to November 3rd 2017
Open from Monday to Friday, 10.30 am – 6 pm
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Periscope
MAAB Gallery, Milano, 2017Solo exhibition
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PRESENTATION

Born in 1935 in Milano, Italy
Died in 2019 in Rome, Italy

SOLO EXHIBITIONS (SELECTED)
2024
Nanni Balestrini: One Thousand and One Voices, CIMA – Center for Italian 
Moder Art, New York

2023
1DQQL�%DOHVWULQL�²�$OWUH�H�LQÀQLWH�YRFL, Galleria Michela Rizzo, Venezia

2022
Mille Nanni – Omaggio a Nanni Balestrini��&DVD�0RUUD��$UFKLYLR�G·$UWH�FRQ-
temporanea, Napoli

2021
,OOXVWUDWHG�YLROHQFH, Palacio de la Virreina, Barcelona

2019
Nanni Balestrini. Vogliamo tutto, Biblioteca Cassanese, Ravenna
1DQQL�%DOHVWULQL��&H�Q·q�SHU�WXWWL, AF Arte Contemporanea, Bologna

2018
Nanni Balestrini. Vogliamo tutto, Palazzo Ducale, Massa
Nanni Balestrini. Vogliamo tutto, Frittelli Arte Contemporanea, Firenze

2017
1DQQL�%DOHVWULQL��3HULVFRSH, MAAB Gallery, Milano
1DQQL�%DOHVWULQL��:HU�GDV�KLU�OLHVW�EUDXFKW�VLFK�YRU�QLFKWV�PHKU�]X�I�UFKWHQ, 
ZKM – Zentrum für Kunst und Medien, Karlsurhe
1DQQL�%DOHVWULQL��/D�WHPSHVWD�SHUIHWWD��0$&52�²�0XVHR�G·$UWH�&RQWHPSR-
ranea, Roma

2016
9RJOLDPR�WXWWR��2SHUH�DQQL�¶���H�¶��, Fondazione Mudima, Milano
Colonne Verbali, Museo del Novecento – Complesso Leopoldine, Firenze

2014
Fuori tutto, Frittelli Arte Contemporanea, Firenze
Nanni Balestrini, Studio EOS, Roma
1DQQL�%DOHVWULQL��2OWUH�OD�SRHVLD, Museion, Bolzano
1DQQL�%DOHVWULQL��'RPLQDUH�LO�YLVLELOH, Fondazione Marconi, Milano

2013
Tristanoil��6FDWRODELDQFD��0LODQR��0DJD]]LQL�GHO�6DOH��9HQH]LD��*DOOHULD�0DU-
WDQR��7RULQR��)RQGD]LRQH�0RUUD��1DSROL��3DOD]]R�'XFDOH��*HQRYD

2012
Tristanoil��)RQGD]LRQH�0DUFRQL��0LODQR��*DOOHULD�)ULWWHOOL��)LUHQ]H��0XVHR�0D-
FUR��5RPD��*DOOHULD�+\EULGD��5RPD

2011
Bastacani, Galleria Michela Rizzo, Venezia
Cosmogonia, Accademia di Belle Arti di Brera, Milano

2010
/D�OLQJXD�IXRUL, Galleria Giacomo Guidi, Roma
5LPEDO]DQR�LQÀQLWL�VWDQWL�VSDUSDJOLDWL, Unimediamodern, Genova
$YLGRFKLOHJJH, Galleria Milano, Milano
Plis, Museo Civico, Brunico
6SDFFDOHSDUROH, Galleria Il Gabbiano, La Spezia

2009
&RVD�JXDUGL�FRVD�YXRL�YHGHUH, Fondazione Morra, Napoli
Blackout, Fondazione Morra, Napoli

2008
0OOHXQD�SDUROH�SHU�YHGHUH, Galleria San Ludovico, Parma
Calendario, Galleria Giacomo Guidi, Roma



NANNI BALESTRINI
@MAAB  CV  Artworks  Exhibitions  Catalogues

/HV�\HX[�LQYLVLEOHV, Galleria Giacomo Guidi, Roma

2007
Con gli occhi del linguaggio, Pinacoteca di Bologna, Bologna

2006
Con gli occhi del linguaggio, Fondazione Mudima, Milano
MOT, Galerie Splitter, Wien

2005
,WDOLD�SROLWLFD, Galleria VM21, Roma

2004
&RORQQH�YHUEDOL��0$&52�²�0XVHR�G·$UWH�&RQWHPSRUDQHD��5RPD
6ÀQLPRQGR, Fondazione Morra, Napoli
Mon coeur mis à cru, Pinacoteca comunale, Macerata

2002
3DHVDJJL�YHUEDOL, Galleria Mazzoli, Modena

1994
Archivio Nuova Scrittura, Milano

1993
Galerie Bonneterie, Marseille
Galleria Euforia Costante, Milano

1992
Bateaux, Galleria Bianca Pilat, Milano
Plis, Galerie Donguy, Paris
Galleria Experientia, Teramo
Galleria Il Segno, Roma

1991
(QYHORSSHV, Gallery, Milano

1989
Plis, Literaturhaus, Berlin

1982
Galerie Cynabre, Marseille

GROUP EXHIBITIONS (SELECTED)
2023
&LEHUQHWLFD�H�)DQWDVPL��/R�VWDWR�GHOO·DUWH�VX�SRHVLD�H�,$, Museo Civico – Vil-
la Colloredo Mels, Recanati
/·HUHGLWj�GHOOR�VFDPELR��6HJQR��SDUROD��LPPDJLQH, Fondazione Mudima, Mi-
lano

2021
0RQH\�0RQH\�0RQH\��'HQDUR��YDORUH��VSHFXOD]LRQH, Galleria Michela Rizzo, 
Venezia
1HUR�H�SL��QHUR, AF Arte contemporanea, Bologna

2020
%$8��&RQWHQLWRUH�GL� FXOWXUD� FRQWHPSRUDQHD����������, CAMEC - Centro 
Arte Moderna e Contemporanea, La Spezia

2019
Dinamogrammi, P420, Bologna
Dinamogrammi, Galleria Michela Rizzo, Venezia
,QWHUPHGLD��$UFKLYLR�GL�1XRYD�6FULWWXUD, Museion, Bolzano
&DYH�FDQHP, Boccanera Gallery, Trento
7KH�6HYHUHG�/DQJXDJH, Laura Bulian Gallery, Milano
:ULWLQJ� WKH�+LVWRU\� RI� WKH� )XWXUH, ZKM – Zentrum für Kunst und Medien, 
Karlshrue

2018
7XWWR��3URVSHWWLYH�VXOO·DUWH�LWDOLDQD, Museion, Bolzano
$UW�LQ�0RWLRQ�������0DVWHUSLHFHV�ZLWK�DQG�WKURXJK�0HGLD, ZKM – Zentrum 
für Kunst und Medien, Karlshrue
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2017
Arte Ribelle, Galleria Gruppo Credito Valtellinese, Milano
Idioma, Museion, Bolzano

2016
)XRULSDJLQD��/D�FROOH]LRQH�5RIÀ, Galleria Il Gabbiano, La Spezia
9HQWLFLQTXH�/LEUL��9HQWLFLQTXH�$UWLVWL, Studio EOS, Roma
8USÁDQ]H��/D�QDWXUD�GHOO·LGHD, Nuova Galleria Morone, Milano
/D�SDUROD�DJOL�DUWLVWL��$UWH�H� LPSHJQR�D�0LODQR�QHJOL�DQQL�6HWWDQWD, Museo 
G·$UWH�&RQWHPSRUDQHD��/LVVRQH
5RPD�3RS�&LW\��������0$&52�²�0XVHR�G·$UWH�&RQWHPSRUDQHD��5RPD
/·,QDUFKLYLDELOH���7KH�8QDUFKLYDEOH��,WDOLD�DQQL�·����)0�&HQWUR�SHU�O·$UWH�&RQ-
temporanea, Milano
8QD�FROOH]LRQH�GL�´SLFFROR�IRUPDWRµ, Fondazione Marconi, Milano

2015
Traces, Biblioteca Nazionale Universitaria, Torino
������3HLQWXUH�6FULWWXUD�6FXOSWXUH, Torre Fornello, Ziano Piacentino
0LQXWH�GH�YpULWp��5DIIDHOOD�'H�&KLULFR�*DOOHULD�G·$UWH��7RULQR

2014
'DOOD�3RHVLD�&RQFUHWD�DOOD�3RHVLD�9LVLYD�H�DOOD�0DWHULDO�3RHWU\, Archivio di 
&RPXQLFD]LRQH�9LVLYD�H�/LEUL�G·$UWLVWD��6DQ�&DWDOGR��*DOOHULD�$ULRQWH��&DWDQLD

2013
6FULWWXUD�YLVXDOH��5LFHUFKH�YHUER�YLVXDOL�LQ�,WDOLD�·���·��, Galleria Il Gabbiano, 
La Spezia
,FRQH�GHOO·LQYLVLELOH, Galleria Marchetti, Roma
$UWH�WRWDOH��LO�*UXSSR���, Auditorium Parco della Musica, Roma
2OWUH�O·LPPDJLQH, LVI Premio Vasto, Vasto
3RHVLD�YLVLYD�9V�)OX[XV, Fondazione Berardelli, Brescia

2012
/·DOFKLPLD�GHOOD�SDUROD, Museo Giuseppe Gianetti, Saronno
/LEUL�G·DUWLVWD�H�DOWUL�UDFFRQWL, MAGA, Gallarate

$�SLHGL�VFDO]L��/D�1XRYD�3HVD�&HQWUR�SHU�O·$UWH�&RQWHPSRUDQHD��5RPD
'L�VHJQL�SRHWLFL, Biblioteca Provinciale, Lecce
Tristanoil, Documenta 13, Kassel 
*HVLFKWVIHOG, Wien
6FULWWXUD�YLVXDOH�LQ�,WDOLD����������, Ivrea

2011
'LVWLOODWL�G·$UWH�&RQWHPSRUDQHD��0XVHR�GHOOH�*HQWL�G·$EUX]]R��3HVFDUD
Ricominciare…NATURALMENTE, Moncalvo
'D�!YHUVR�� WUDQVL]LRQL�DUWH�SRHVLD, CRAB Centro di Ricerca Accademia di 
Brera, Milano
'L�VHJQL�SRHWLFL, Palazzo Marchesale, Martino
6XOOD�SDUROD, Fabbriche Chiaramontane, Agrigento
Collage, Ermanno Tedeschi Gallery, Torino
:RQGHUOLQH������1HZ�$UWH, Museo Nazionale della Scienza e della Tecnolo-
gia, Milano
%DOHVWULQL�_�%ODQN�_�'HIUDRXL, Galleria Michela Rizzo, Venezia
$K��FKH�UHEXV��,VWLWXWR�1D]LRQDOH�SHU�OD�*UDÀFD��5RPD

2009
TitledUntitled, Wunderkammern, Roma
��[���²�9HQWXQR�DUWLVWL�SHU� WUHQWDVHL� OLEUL��*DOOHULD�,O�*DEELDQR��/D�6SH]LD��
Sakros, Carrara
A b c…: lettere in libertà, Museion, Bolzano
)XWXULVPR����������, Palazzo Reale, Milano
,WDOLDQ�JHQLXV�QRZ, Museo Testaccio, Roma
9LDJJLR�QHOOD�SDUROD, Studio Gennai, Pisa
Mille e tre, Musée du Louvre, Paris

2008
�����YHQW·DQQL�SULPD�YHQW·DQQL�GRSR��&HQWUR�SHU�O·$UWH�&RQWHPSRUDQHD�/XL-
gi Pecci, Prato
/D�)DOFH�H�LO�0DUWHOOR��6LPEROL�GL�IHUUR, MUSPAC – Museo Sperimentale 
G·$UWH�&RQWHPSRUDQHD��/·$TXLOD
Italics, Palazzo Grassi, Venezia
3ROLSRORJR, Galleria Giacomo Guidi, Roma
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Ulissici: omaggio a Emilio Villa, Galleria Hybrida, Roma
5LDQLPD]LRQL, Casa delle Letterature, Roma
/D�SDUROD�PRVWUD�LO�VXR�FRUSR, Museo Accattino, Ivrea
 
2007
/D�SDUROD�H�O·DUWH, MaRT - Museo di Arte Moderna e Contemporanea, Rove-
reto
6FULWWXUD�YLVXDOH, Unimedia Modern Contemporary Art, Genova
6FULWWXUD�YLVXDOH, Fondazione Morra, Napoli
9LDJJLR�QHOOD�SDUROD, CARISPEZIA Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio Della 
Spezia, La Spezia

2006
/D�FUHD]LRQH�GHOOD�UHDOWj, Artandgallery, Milano
,WDO\�PDGH�DUW��QRZ, Museum of Contemporari Art, Shanghai
9LYD, Centro Pecci, Prato
Dadada, Castello Visconteo, Pavia
&DQWLHUL�G·DUWH, Lignarius, Roma

2005
Book, Spazio Erasmus Brera, Milano

2004
,�PDHVWUL�GHOOD�SRHVLD�YLVXDOH, Galleria Hermete, *HLJHU��Torino
$WWUDYHUVDUH�*HQRYD��$QQL�·���H�·����0XVHR�9LOOD�&URFH��*HQRYD
,O�QRQ�JUXSSR, 7HVWL�LPPDJLQH�D�5RPD�QHJOL�DQQL�6HVVDQWD, Biblioteca An-
JHOLFD��5RPD��*DOOHULD�0LUDOOL��9LWHUER

2003
$«�SDUROH, Berchidda

2001
5LWRUQR�DOO·DPRUH, Edicola Notte, Roma
/H�7ULE��GHOO·$UWH, Roma

1997
Carnet de Bord, Musée des Beaux Arts, Caen

1995 
stART, Stazione Ferroviaria, Spoleto
&KLPpULTXH�3RO\PqUHV��0XVpH�G·$UW�0RGHUQH��1LFH
Galleria San Pantalon, Venezia

1994
/·HVSDFH�GH�O·pFULWXUH, Istituto Italiano di Cultura, Paris
(FULWV��0DWLqUH�G·$UWLVWHV, Hôtel du Département, Digne
Placentia Arte, Piacenza

1993
La Torre di Icaro, XLV Biennale di Venezia, Venezia
3RpVXUH�HW�3HLQWULH, Vieille Charité, Marseille

1991
Gallery Night, New York
Krygier-Landau Gallery, Los Angeles
Triennale, Milano
6FXROD�G·REEOLJR, Pescara

1990
Ubi Fluxus ibi motus��;/,9�(VSRVL]LRQH�,QWHUQD]LRQDOH�G·$UWH��/D�%LHQQDOH�
di Venezia, Venezia
5RPD�DQQL�¶��, Palazzo delle Esposizioni, Roma

1986
Galerie Lara Vinci, Paris
XI Quadriennale, Roma

1984
Galerie du Dessein, Paris
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1983
Galleria di Porta Ticinese, Milano
Galerie Vent du Sud, Aix en Provence

1975
/D�YLVLRQH�ÁXWWXDQWH, Galleria Unimedia, Genova

1973
/D�ULFHUFD�HVWHWLFD�GDO������DO�����, X Quadriennale, Roma

1972
;;;9,�(VSRVL]LRQH�,QWHUQD]LRQDOH�G·$UWH��/D�%LHQQDOH�GL�9HQH]LD��9HQH]LD

1969 
Poesia concreta, Deutsche Bibliothek, Roma

1968
I muri della Sorbona, Galleria La Tartaruga, Roma

1965
Libreria Guida, Napoli
1964
*DOOHULD�$UFR�G·$OLEHUW��5RPD

1963
Studio N, Padova
Galleria Blu, Milano

1961  
Cronogrammi, Libreria Ferro di Cavallo, Roma
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Periscope, 2016
collage
collage
42 x 20 cm each (16,53 x 7,87 in each)



Periscope, 2016
collage
collage
84 x 42 cm (33,07 x 7,87 in)
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Senza titolo, 1972
collage
collage
68 x 38 cm (24,80 x 14,96 in)
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Vogliamo tutto
Palazzo Ducale, Massa, 2018Solo exhibition
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La tempesta perfetta
MACRO, Roma, 2017Solo exhibition
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9RJOLDPR�WXWWR��2SHUH�DQQL�¶���H�¶��
Fondazione Mudima, Milano, 2016Solo exhibition
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Colonne verbali
Museo del Novecento, Firenze, 2016

Solo exhibition
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Cosa guardi cosa vuoi vedere
Fondazione Morra, Napoli, 2009Solo exhibition
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