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Possiamo innamorcarci tra generazioni 
DWWUDYHUVR�O·DUWH, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on wood
100 x 70 cm (39,37 x 27,56 in)
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/·DUWH�GL�%RE�H�5REHUWD�6PLWK�SDUOD�G·DPRUH�GHO�
VRFLDOH�GL�JLXVWL]LD�GL�DUWH�QHOOH�VFXROH�WXWWH�FRVH�
EXRQH�4XLQGL�VSRVLDPRFL�, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on wood
100 x 70 cm (39,37 x 27,56 in)
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)LQFKq�F·q�DQFRUD�DUWH�F·q�DQFRUD�VSHUDQ]D, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on wood
100 x 70 cm (39,37 x 27,56 in)
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$UW�GRHV�UHDO�DQG�SHUPDQHQW�JRRG, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on wood
70 x 60 cm (27,56 x 23,62 in)



BOB AND ROBERTA SMITH. ART IS BETWEEN US
Works��3UHVV�UHOHDVH��$UWLVW·V�ELR

&RQ�/·DUWH�VDSHUH�VXELWR�FDSLUH�PHJOLR, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on wood
70 x 60 cm (27,56 x 23,62 in)
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$PR�$UWHPLVLD�*HQWLOHVFKL, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on wood
70 x 60 cm (27,56 x 23,62 in)
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3HQVD�DOO·DUWH�QRQ�DOOD�JXHUUD, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on wood
70 x 60 cm (27,56 x 23,62 in)
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5LEHOOH�FRQ�DPRUH, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on wood
114 x 210 cm (44,88 x 82,68 in)
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7XWWH�OH�VFXROH�GRYUHEEHUR�HVVHUH�VFXROH�G·DUWH, 
2023
vernice su legno
paint on wood
ø 60 cm (ø 23,62 in)
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$UWH�SHU�WXWWL, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on wood
ø 60 cm (ø 23,62 in)
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9DL�LQ�JDOOHULD�DG�LQQDPRUDUWL, 2023
vernice su porta di frigorifero
paint on refrigerator door
47 x 50 cm (18,50 x 19,68 in)
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$EELDPR�VROR�ELVRJQR�JOL�XQL�GHJOL�DOWUL, 2023
vernice su porta di frigorifero
paint on refrigerator door
80 x 45 cm (31,50 x 17,72 in)
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5LEHOOH�FRQ�DPRUH, 2023
vernice su cartello
paint on sign
34 x 43 cm (13,38 x 16,93 in)
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&RVD�XQLVFH�OH�YLWH�XPDQH�q�JUDQGH�H�PHUDYLJOLRVR��
FRVD�OH�GLYLGH�q�SLFFROR�H�PHVFKLQR, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on door
100 x 98 cm (39,37 x 38,58 in)
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7KHUH�LV�VWLOO�DUW�WKHUH�LV�VWLOO�KRSH�, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on wood
60 x 100 cm (23,62 x 39,37 in)
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:H�RQO\�KDYH�HDFK�RWKHU, 2023
vernice su legno
paint on door
100 x 70 cm (39,37 x 27,56 in)
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%UH[LW�LV�%6, 2023
vernice su porta di frigorifero
paint on refrigerator door
80 x 45 cm (31,50 x 17,72 in)



BOB AND ROBERTA SMITH. ART IS BETWEEN US
Works  Press release��$UWLVW·V�ELR

BOB AND ROBERTA SMITH

$57�,6�%(7:((1�86
a cura di Massimiliano Scuderi

12 dicembre 2024 - 14 febbraio 2025

Bob e Roberta Smith, al secolo Patrick Brill OBE RA è artista, attivista, scrit-
WRUH��DXWRUH��PXVLFLVWD��VRVWHQLWRUH�GHOO·HGXFD]LRQH�DUWLVWLFD�HG�q�XQR�WUD�L�
principali oratori britannici contemporanei. Conosciuto in tutto il mondo per 
L�VXRL�VORJDQ�FRORUDWL��q�XQ�FRQYLQWR�VRVWHQLWRUH�GHOO·DUWH�FRPH�VWUXPHQWR�
fondamentale per la vita democratica. 
Nella mostra presso la galleria MAAB propone una serie di opere sul tema 
GHO� FRQQXELR� WUD� ,WDOLD� H� *UDQ� %UHWDJQD� DOO·LQGRPDQL� GHOOD� %UH[LW�� Art is 
between us unisce alla cultura punk, il senso di una critica profonda alle 
VFHOWH�GHL�JRYHUQL�DWWXDOL�LQJOHVL��SURSRQHQGR�VROX]LRQL�SHU�VDOYDUH�O·,QJKLO-
WHUUD�GDOO·LVRODPHQWR�GDOO·(XURSD��
/R�VSD]LR�PLODQHVH��DOOHVWLWR�SHU�O·RFFDVLRQH�GDOO·DUWLVWD�H�GD�0DVVLPLOLDQR�
6FXGHUL��TXHVW·XOWLPR�FXUDWRUH�GHOOD�PRVWUD��UDSSUHVHQWD�XQD�VHULH�GL�RSHUH�
VRWWR�IRUPD�GL�XQD�:XQGHUNDPPHU�GL�RJJHWWL�G·XVR�TXRWLGLDQR�FKH�GLYHQWD-
no il correlativo oggettivo degli slogan dipinti a mano, il cui messaggio ren-
GH�OR�VSD]LR�HVSRVLWLYR�LPPHUVR�LQ�XQ·DWPRVIHUD�SDFLÀFDQWH�HG�DPRUHYROH��
8QD�VRUWD�GL�DJHQ]LD�PDWULPRQLDOH�HYHUVLYD��FRPSRVWD�GD�QXPHURVL�REMHFW�
trouvè, come sportelli di vecchi elettrodomestici e tavolini da bar ecc. 
,VSLUDWR�GDOO·LQFRQWUR�FRQ�XQ�DOWUR�JUDQGH�DUWLVWD��-DPHV�/HH�%\DUV��FKH�DOOD�
%LHQQDOH�GL�9HQH]LD�GHO�·���JOL�UHJDOz�XQR�GHL�VXRL�DGHVLYL�GRUDWL�UHFDQWH�OD�

VFULWWD�´/D�WXD�SUHVHQ]D�q�OD�WXD�PLJOLRUH�SHUIRUPDQFHµ��%	5�6PLWK�RSHUD�
QRQ�WDQWR�QHO�GHÀQLUH�XQ·DUWH�SXEEOLFD�TXDQWR�QHO�SRUWDUH�O·DUWH�DO�SXEEOLFR��
'D�DOORUD� LO� VXR� LPSHJQR� ��YLFLQR�DOOD�GHÀQL]LRQH�GL� UHDOLVPR�RSHUDWLYR�GL�
1LFRODV�%RXUULDXG���VL�q�GHFOLQDWR�LQ�PROWL�VHWWRUL�GHOOD�YLWD��XWLOL]]DQGR�O·DUWH�
FRPH�VWUXPHQWR�SHU�OD�UHDOL]]D]LRQH�GL�XQ·RSHUD�FROOHWWLYD�
(YLGHQWH�LQ�PRVWUD�DQFKH�OD�UHOD]LRQH�FRQ�XQ·DOWUD�JUDQGH�RSHUD�GL�0DUFHO�
Duchamp, Le Grand Verre (Il Grande Vetro ������������GHÀQLWD�GDOOD�FULWL-
FD�PRQGLDOH�FRPH�XQR�GHL�FDSRODYRUL�GHOO·DUWH�FRQWHPSRUDQHD��&RPH�SHU�
O·RSHUD�GL�'XFKDPS��FKH�SRQHYD�DO�FHQWUR�PHWDIRULFDPHQWH�OD�VSRVD�PHVVD�
a nudo e gli scapoli sotto forma di macchine celibi, il nucleo di opere in mo-
VWUD�PLUDQR�DG�DIIHUPDUH�LO�SULQFLSLR�FKH��FRPH�O·DUWLVWD�q�OLEHUR�GL�FUHDUH�OD�
propria arte, lo è lo spettatore di interpretarla.
Tra le mostre di Bob and Roberta Smith ricordiamo le recenti personali del 
�����SUHVVR�OD�)RQGD]LRQH�=LPHL�GL�3HVFDUD�H�5RPD��GHO������SUHVVR�OD�
TATE Modern di Londra, presso il museo la Panacee di Montpellier, il PS1 
020$�GL�1HZ�<RUN��OD�SDUWHFLSD]LRQH�DOOH�PRVWUH�FROOHWWLYH�$OWHUPRGHUQ�D�
FXUD�GL�1LFRODV�%RXUULDXG��DOOR�=.0�GL�.DUOVUXKH��DO�&&$&�GL�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR�
a cura Ralph Rugoff tra le altre.
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$57�,6�%(7:((1�86
curated by Massimiliano Scuderi

12 December 2024 - 14 February 2025

Bob and Roberta Smith – real name Patrick Brill OBE RA – is an artist, 
activist, writer, author, musician, supporter of art education and one of the 
8.·V�IRUHPRVW�NH\QRWH�VSHDNHUV��)DPRXV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG�IRU�KLV�EULJKWO\�
coloured slogans, he is a passionate advocate for art as a vital tool of de-
mocracy. 
His show at MAAB features a series of works on the bond between Italy and 
WKH�8QLWHG�.LQJGRP�LQ�WKH�DIWHUPDWK�RI�%UH[LW��Art is between us is a mix of 
punk culture and excoriating criticism of the choices made by recent British 
JRYHUQPHQWV��ÀOOHG�ZLWK�LGHDV�RQ�KRZ�WKH�8.�FDQ�DYRLG�LVRODWLRQ�IURP�(X-
rope. 
The artist installed the exhibition at the Milanese gallery with the help of cu-
rator Massimiliano Scuderi. It takes the form of a Wunderkammer, a cabinet 
RI�FXULRVLWLHV��ÀOOHG�ZLWK�IRXQG�REMHFWV�UDQJLQJ�IURP�ROG�DSSOLDQFH�GRRUV�WR�
café tables and various other everyday items. These items serve as physi-
FDO�PDQLIHVWDWLRQV�RI�WKH�KDQG�SDLQWHG�VORJDQV��REMHFW�FRUUHODWLYHV�WKDW�LP-
bue the space with a calming, loving atmosphere. The overall effect is that 
of a subversive matchmaking agency.
,QVSLUHG�E\�D�PHHWLQJ�ZLWK�DQRWKHU�JUHDW�DUWLVW��-DPHV�/HH�%\DUV��ZKR�DW�
the 1993 Venice Biennale gave him one of his gold stickers bearing the 
VORJDQ�¶<RXU�SUHVHQFH�LV�\RXU�EHVW�ZRUN·��%	5�6PLWK�GRHV�QRW�DLP�WR�GHÀQH�

public art so much as bring art to the public. Since then, he has applied 
WKLV�DSSURDFK�²�ZKLFK�DOLJQV�FORVHO\�ZLWK�1LFRODV�%RXUULDXG·V�GHÀQLWLRQ�RI�
RSHUDWLYH�UHDOLVP�²�LQ�D�YDULHW\�RI�ÀHOGV��XVLQJ�DUW�DV�D�WRRO�IRU�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�
of collective works.
$QRWKHU�LFRQLF�ZRUN�WKDW�KDV�LQÁXHQFHG�WKH�H[KLELWLRQ�LV�Le Grande Verre 
(The Large Glass 1915–1923) by Marcel Duchamp, hailed as a master-
SLHFH�RI�FRQWHPSRUDU\�DUW�E\�FULWLFV�ZRUOGZLGH��/LNH�'XFKDPS·V�ZRUN��ZKLFK�
metaphorically places the naked bride at its centre and depicts the bache-
lors as machines, this collection emphasises the freedom of both the artist 
and the viewer: the artist to create and the viewer to interpret.
2WKHU�VROR�H[KLELWLRQV�E\�%RE�DQG�5REHUWD�6PLWK�LQFOXGH�VKRZV�DW�)RQGD]L-
RQH�=LPHL�LQ�3HVFDUD�DQG�5RPH���������WKH�7DWH�0RGHUQ�LQ�/RQGRQ���������
the Panacée in Montpellier and MoMA PS1 in New York. His work has also 
EHHQ�IHDWXUHG�LQ�JURXS�H[KLELWLRQV�OLNH�1LFRODV�%RXUULDXG·V�$OWHUPRGHUQ��DV�
ZHOO�DV�VKRZV�DW�WKH�=.0�LQ�.DUOVUXKH�DQG�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR·V�&&$&��WKH�ODW-
ter curated by Ralph Rugoff), among others.
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%RUQ�LQ������LQ�/RQGRQ��8.
/LYHV�DQG�ZRUNV�LQ�/RQGRQ��8.

PROFESSIONAL ROLES
2014-17    
Tate Modern, Council Member

2014-current 
The Big Draw, Patron 

2014-17  
The National Campaign for the Arts, Trustee 

2014-21 
$UW�8.��IRUPHUO\�NQRZQ�DV�7KH�3XEOLF�&DWDORJXH�)RXQGDWLRQ���7UXVWHH�

2012-current 
16($'��1DWLRQDO�6RFLHW\�IRU�(GXFDWLRQ�LQ�$UW�	�'HVLJQ���3DWURQ

2010-14  
Tate Gallery Artist Trustee, responsibilities included: Board of Tate, Tate 
Modern and Tate Liverpool Councils and the Nomination and Collection 
Committees. 

2002-05  
Chisenhale Gallery, Trustee

EMPLOYMENT IN HIGHER EDUCATION
2012-current 
0.5 Associate Professor, Cass School of Art, London Metropolitan University
1995-2012  
0.5 Senior Lecturer in Fine Art, Cass School of Art, London Metropolitan 
University

2000-03  
/HFWXUHU��3RVW�*UDGXDWH�0$�*ROGVPLWK·V�&ROOHJH��8QLYHUVLW\�RI�/RQGRQ�
(Bob still visits the programme)

1993-96  
Lecturer Fine Art Foundation, Farnham School of Art (now UCA Farnham)

1991-1995  
/HFWXUHU�)LQH�$UW�%$��-RKQ�0RRUHV�8QLYHUVLW\��/LYHUSRRO

EDUCATION AND AWARDS
2016
Elected a member of the Royal Academy

2011 
Honorary Fellows of Arts University College Bournemouth 

1991-93 
MA Fine Art, Goldsmith College, London

1981-85 
BA Fine Art (First Class Hons.) University of Reading

1985-87 
Prix de Rome, British Academy, Roma

1988-90 
+DUNQHVV� )HOORZVKLS� LQ� FRQMXQFWLRQ�ZLWK�&RRSHU�8QLRQ�6FKRRO� RI�$UWV� 	�
Sciences, New York
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SOLO EXHIBITIONS (SELECTED)
2024
We Have Only Got Each Other, Royal Academy of Arts, London
$UW�LV�DERXW�ORYH��9LYLDQH�5REHUWD�3URMHFWV��/RQGRQ

2023
A Puzzle 4U��0D\IDLU��%RQG�6WUHHW�)ODJ�SURMHFW��5R\DO�$FDGHP\��/RQGRQ�����
Sposare un inglese, marry an italian, A Sud, Pescara

2022
Thamesmead Codex, Tate Modern, London
The Word Observatory, Von Bartha, Copenhagen
The Bob Shop, Tate Modern, London

2021
Look, Listen, Make Things, Harris Museum and Art Gallery, Preston
'UDZ�+RSH��&HPHQW�)LHOGV��8.

2020
Look Listen Make Things, The Harris Museum, Preston

2019
Paint Freedom, Shire Hall, Historic Court House, Dorchester

2018
ACTIVIST, La Panacée - MoCo. Montpellier Contemporain, Montpellier
The Whole World is an Art School!, Von Bartha, Basel
The Secret to a Good Life, Royal Academy London
Apathy Band LP show��+DQGHO�6WUHHW�3URMHFWV��/RQGRQ

2017
This is a Freedom Centre, HSAD Hull city of culture
Folkestone is an Art School, Folkestone Triennial Commission

2015 
Art Is Your Human Right, William Morris Gallery, London
Art For All, Yorkshire Sculpture Park, West Bretton

a message from the mountain top, Von Bartha, S-chanf 

2014 
Art Amnesty, Museum of Modern Art PS1, New York
Get personal and political, Von Bartha, Basel 

2013 
Art Party Conference��ÀOP�	�HYHQW�ZLWK�FRQWULEXWRUV���&UHVFHQW�$UWV��6FDU-
borough 

2012
The Art Party of  the UK, Hales Gallery, London
Who is Community?, London Transport Stratford Station
You Should Be in Charge, Work Gallery

2011 
The Gotham Golem, Pierogi Gallery, New York 
I have Forgotten was there a past?, Leeds City Art Gallery

2010 
This is how we are going to change the world. I should be in charge, Hales 
Gallery, London
%RE�DQG�5REHUWD�6PLWK�GHVLJQ�WKH�'	$'�$QQXDO
Make your own damn art��*DOOHULD�&HVDUH�0DQ]R��3HVFDUD

2009 
/HW���������.XQVWYHULHQHQ�%ORRP��0HDG�*DOOHU\�
This Artist is deeply dangerous��%HDFRQÀHOG�$UW�6SDFH�
*DOHULH�.XVVHQHHUV��$QWZHUS��%HOJLXP
I was up all night making this��*DOOHULD�&HVDUH�0DQ]R��5RPD

2008 
Christmas Tree, Tate Britain 
Long Short Story Backwards��*UHHQZLFK�3HQLQVXOD�3XEOLF�$UW�3URMHFW��/RQ-
don

2007
Shop Local��SXEOLF�DUW�SURMHFW�DQG�H[KLELWLRQ�3HHU��+R[WRQ�6W�
Shall I Stay or Should I go, Turner Contemporary, Margate
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2006
The Captains Log of the Voyage of the Human Being��*DOHULH�.XVVHQHHUV��
Antwerp
Bob & Roberta Smith – The humanist, Carbone.to, Torino
The Nest, Hales Gallery, London

2004
Help Build The Ruins of Democracy, The Baltic, Newcastle
Before There was TV There was Radio��&'�SURMHFW��)RONHVWRQH�/LEUDU\

2003
The Mobile Reality Creator, Compton Verney

2002 
,W·V�QRW�HDV\�EHLQJ�D�IDPRXV�$UWLVW��*DOHULH�3UD]�'HODYDOODGH��3DULV�
Useless men and Stupid Women, Anthony Wilkinson Gallery, London 
Bunch of Cowards, Collective Gallery, Edinburgh 
The New York Art Amnesty, Pierogi 2000, New York

2001 
A is for Book, Book��3URMHFW�SXEOLVKHG�E\�,PSULQW�*DOOHU\��/RQGRQ 
Make Me a Sandwich, Richard Heller Gallery, Los Angeles
Suburbs Are the New Center - Create Your Own Reality, Carbone.to, Torino
Unfortunate, Bob Smith hosts the search for the worst artwork in Britian, 
Whitechapel Art Gallery, London

2000 
26 Instructions, Turnaround at the Hayward, Hayward Gallery, London
Statements, ART31 Basel - Anthony Wilkinson Gallery, London, Basel
/·eFROH�%XUURZV�	�%RE�6PLWK��*DOHULH�3UD]�'HODYDOODGH��3DULV�²�ZLWK�'DYLG�
Burrows

1999 
Improve the Cat, Galleria Carbone, Torino
Silent Video, Virgin Mega Store, London

1998 
Bob and Roberta Smith, Pierogi 2000, New York

1997 
'RQ·W�+DWH�6FXOSW, Chisenhale Gallery, London
Bob and Roberta Smith��$UQROÀQL�*DOOHU\��%ULVWRO

GROUP EXHIBITIONS (SELECTED)
2023
Wor(L)ds��)RQGD]LRQH�=LPHL�3DOD]]R�&DYDOODULQL�/D]]DURQL��5RPD
Limited Editions in support of Tate, Tate

2022
Make Art Not War: Pierogi for Peace, Pierogi

2021
/HW·V�7DON�$ERXW�7H[W��*D]HOOL�$UW�+RXVH��/RQGRQ
Breeze, Pear Tree Open Gallery, London

2020
Art is your Human Right, Petworth House, Petworth

2019
Gardens of Ideas, Frestonian Gallery
Statement Piece: Recent Acquisitions and Consignments, The Missing 
Plinth

2018
Mono, Velorose Gallery

2015
Gradi di libertà: dove e come nasce la nostra possibilità di essere liberi, 
0$0%2�²�0XVHR�G·$UWH�0RGHUQD�GL�%RORJQD��%RORJQD

2013
The National College of Arts, Pakistan. British Council touring exhibition

2012
Somerset House, London
Institute of Contemporary Art (ICA), London



BOB AND ROBERTA SMITH. ART IS BETWEEN US
Works  Press release �$UWLVW·V�ELR

2011
Olympic Poster Commission LOCOG, London

2010 
Life of the Mind, curated by Bob and Roberta Smith, The New Art Gallery, 
Walsall 
I Should be in Charge, Installation Hayward Gallery façade, London 

2009 
Altermodern: Tate Triennial 2009, Tate Britain, London
The Pestival, South Bank Center, london
Paul Thek in the Context of Contemporary Art��=.0��.DUOVKUXKH
Monument to Harry Farr��.XVVHQHUV�*DOOHU\��$QWZHUS

2007 
Hearing voices seeing things, Serpentine Gallery, London
The Apathy Workshop��+RPH�/LYH�$UWV�3URMHFW�%DWWHUVHD�3DUN��/RQGRQ�
Shortlisted for Fourth Plinth Commision Exhibition, National Gallery, London 
Art U Need��3XEOLF�$UW�3URMHFW�&RPPLVLRQV�(DVW��YDULRXV�ORFDWLRQV��8.�

2006 
Family Art Project, Island Six, Shanghai

2004 
Plazasuite, Union Gallery, London
Master Blaster, Ode to Anti Social Aethetics, BARD College , New York
Voodoo Shit, Hales Gallery, London

2003 
The Breman Conference��LQ�DVVRFLDWLRQ�ZLWK�*$.��%UHPHQ
Independence, South London Art Gallery, London
Kick it till it hurts, VTO Gallery, Manchester 
Bag Lady��&HOO�3URMHFW�6SDFH��/RQGRQ

2002 
Sidewinder, CIMA Gallery, Calcutta
Sitting Tenants, Lotta Hammer Gallery, London
Air Guitar��0LOWRQ�.H\QHV�*DOOHU\�RI�&RQWHPSRUDU\�$UW��/RQGRQ
Art after Art, Neues Museum Weserburg, Bremen

2001 
Artists World, CCAC, San Francisco 
The Other Britain, Tecla Sala, Hospitalat, Barcelona
Record Collection, VTO Gallery and International 3, Manchester
12 Internet Projects, commisioned by the BBC, The Lux Center, London 
Death, The Round House, Camden, London 
Big Blue at Century City, Tate Modern, London

2000
Landscape, British Council, ACC Galerie, Germany; Centro Cultural del 
Conde Duque
British Art-Installation, Diehl Vorderwuelbecke Galerie, Berlin
Waiting��0MHOOE\�.RQVWJDUG
Intelligence, New British Art 2000, Tate Gallery, Millbank, London
,QVDQLW\�%HQHÀW, Vilma Gold, London

PUBLIC COLLECTIONS (SELECTED)
Tate Collection, London
Parliamentary Art Collection, London
Amgueddfa Cymru National Museum of Wales, Cardiff
Arts Council Collection, London
British Council Collection, London
Sammlung Fiede, Aschaffenburg
6RXWKDPSWRQ�&LW\�0XVHXP�	�$UW�*DOOHU\��6RXWKDPSWRQ
The New Art Gallery Walsall, Walsall
Goss Michael Foundation, Dallas


