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INTO THE WILD

LUCA PADRONI

For the first time in Milan, MAAB Gallery is presenting a selection of recent works on canvas and paper
by Luca Padroni (Rome, 1973). These are part of the cycle started in 2021 with the exhibition La vita
continua [Life Goes On] at the Museo Orto Botanico in Rome.

The works on exhibit today in Milan invite the public to steep themselves in an unspoilt nature that
even has something of a primordial aura, and in which there still seem to be no human traces. The
tangle of the forest, with the animals that inhabit it, seems to have no time or place. It refers to a
dimension far removed from the stream of human life and conveys the idea of an ecosystem that is
still balanced, with its complex rules and vital energy.

In light of the recent pandemic and the ongoing ecological crisis, the nature depicted in Luca Padroni’s
painting, although wild and full of danger, communicates a sense of a re-established equilibrium and
even serenity. It showcases both a personal memory of the artist, who, with his family, spent part of
his childhood in Africa between Mozambique, Sudan and Namibia, and a much more distant,
archetypal and trans-generational memory, which does not actually allow Padroni’s painted scenes to
be associated with a single, specific geographical area on the earth.

In this regard, a complex yet elementary vision emerges in these works, to the extent that the artist,
when talking about the creation of these true visions of nature, referred to an uncontaminated
perception of the world that only our most distant ancestors could have been familiar with or could
have experienced directly. Here, nature, on closer inspection, is a primal scene twice over: the one
where part of Luca Padroni’s childhood took place, and the ancestral scene that refers to the infancy
of mankind and the first life on earth. It is in the overlapping of these different temporal planes,
between biography and imagination, narratives and biology, that the artist’s pictorial research plays
out.

In this way, his painting builds evocative worlds involving history and myth, metaphysical expectations
and hidden desires, erudite references derived from the history of painting and references to topical
news and the daily flow of life, literary adventures and facts actually experienced. In this way, the visual
experience of what was familiar in other times today becomes aspiration and desire, a memory frayed
with hope that the kaleidoscope of Luca Padroni’s art succeeds in making current and remote at the

same time.
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Luca Padroni is a contemporary Italian artist known for his large scale works in which fields of color
form different architectural spaces. The starting point in his work are drawings and small scale studies
in oil which evolve in monumental paintings. Powerful and ambiguous, his paintings embrace the
observer as an integral part of the image.

Padroni has taken part in numerous solo and group exhibitions in Italy and abroad. Among those
recently held at Public Institutions: Animali Fantastici, curated by Gianluca Marziani, Palazzo Albergati,
Bologna; La vita continua, Museo Orto Botanico, Rome (2022); Le altre opere, Galleria Comunale d’Arte
Moderna, curated by Lucilla Catania and Daniela Perego, Roma (2021); Summer Exhibition, curated by
di Timothy Hyman, Royal Academy, London (2019); Scorribanda, curated by Fabio Sargentini, Galleria
Nazionale di Arte Moderna e Contemporanea, Rome (2018); | Valori Personali, curated by Claudio

Crescentini, Pad. 9b Macro Testaccio, Rome (2017).

Hard Facts
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via Nerino 3 —20123 Milano

From May 215t to July 18t 2025

Open from Monday to Friday, 10.30 am — 6 pm
Opening: Wednesday May 21t at 6 pm
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